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The gorge Itself Is also somewhat strange; in fact, it is
a curious wonder of Nature. The Chungzoune River flows
through the rift, but out of sight, its course being" through
a natural tunnel, into which it disappears suddenly at a
depth of 500 feet* When the line was first sun-eyed it was
In accordance with a low viaduct, the approach thereto
being over a suggested section of rack railway working on
the Abt system, with grades of i in 12^. This was subse-
quently abandoned, and the surveyor was called upon to
find a fresh location so as to eliminate the rack railway,
and to give grades not exceeding i in 25, so as to permit
the line to be worked by adhesion. This decision raised
the height of the towers by 70 feet and increased its length
to 1,350 feet. Even this did not meet with approval, for
after prolonged deliberation a third location was demanded,
to give an easier line yet. In this last survey the gradients
were flattened to i in 40, with an attendant Increase in the
height of the structure as well as of its length. It was
found impossible to improve iipon the viaduct Itself, so
further surveys were carried out to Improve the approaches,
reducing their length and introducing curves at either end
of the viaduct.
At last finality was reached, and the contract was secured
by the American bridge-builders on April 28, 1899. They
lost no time in hurrying forward the preparation of the
steel. Three months later a special train of 45 cars, laden
with 977 tons, left Steelton on the 201-miles run to New
York, where a specially chartered steamer was in waiting
to receive this steel cargo. The vessel left the American
port on a journey of over 10,000 miles to Rangoon, where
the freight was transferred to the small trucks of the rail-
way and sent on the up-country journey of 460 miles to the
Gokteik gorge. No less than three steamers were required
to transport the 4,308 tons of steel, together with some 200
tons of requisite tackle for erection, and 35 American
bridge-erectors.
When the Americans arrived on the scene they were
treated to their first experience of Indian weather- The